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persons are obviously little better than heretics and
infidels.

If we have not put a very high estimate on the
social value of the Member of the Council during his
sojourn in Calcutta, let us try to depict him as he
dwells in his distant mountain home at Simla. Here
he lives a sort of suburban life, sometimes physically,
sometimes metaphorically, in the clouds. Doubtless
there are some glorious days and even weeks of fine
weather at Simla, and the change of climate to the
hills at first seems delicious to those who have come
up from a long and hot journey by the railway, or
who have been detained by their duty in the plains
until the hot winds and all the horrors of the hot
season have begun. But if Simla has its advantages,
it also has its serious drawbacks. There is seldom a
visitor who has not promptly to summon the aid of
the doctor, and only last year the chemists' shops
were almost cleared out of all their stores of chloro-
dyne. The highly rarefied air at an elevation of 7,000
feet above the level of the sea affects the circulation
and breathing of almost all new comers, and those
who have any organic affection are likely to suffer very
seriously, unless they are exceedingly prudent. It is
not, therefore, quite a perfect paradise. And there
are many days when the clouds seem to come down
upon the mountains, and the thick mists roll up from
the valleys to meet the clouds, and you cannot see
your next neighbour's house, or even the trees of